The Celebration and Blessings of a Marriage
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A Customary for Marriages
This	
   customary	
   for	
   marriage	
   is	
   a	
   guideline	
   for	
   the	
   prospective	
   couple	
   desiring	
   to	
   be	
  
married	
  in	
  St.	
  Stephen's	
  Episcopal	
  Church.	
  It	
  will	
  familiarize	
  you	
  with	
  the	
  wedding	
  
policies	
   and	
   procedures	
   of	
   St.	
   Stephen's	
   Church.	
   If	
   you	
   have	
   additional	
   questions,	
  
please	
  contact	
  the	
  church	
  office	
  at	
  (843)	
  723-‐8818	
  or	
  email:	
  67anson@gmail.com.	
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INTRODUCTION
It is a great joy to know that you desire to be married at St. Stephen's church. A wedding is the
Church's sacramental rite of Holy Matrimony in which two individuals desiring to be married are
the leading participants in a formal act of worship offered to Almighty God. The clergy, event
director and organist are here to assist you as you prepare for this step in your Christian journey.
Marriages at St. Stephen’s are performed according to the Canons of the Episcopal Church and
the Book of Common Prayer. It is appropriate that you want significant people in your lives to be
present for the occasion, in the context of the gathered Christian community. The Christian
community witnesses the union and offers prayers for the couple in the service. The Celebration
and Blessing of a Marriage is a worship service and therefore open for attendance by the public.
Generally, at least three months advance notice of the planned date allows sufficient time for
preparation. The first step in planning a wedding at St. Stephen’s is a meeting between the couple
and the priest. The priest will ascertain that both parties freely and knowingly consent to the
marriage and will instruct both parties as to the nature, meaning and purpose of Holy Matrimony.
After meeting with the couple, the priest may decline to officiate at a wedding.
OFFICIATING MINISTER
For all weddings in St. Stephen's sanctuary, it is expected that the Priest/Rector of St. Stephens
will officiate. If you would like to have another minister participate in the service, you must have
the approval of the Priest/Rector of St. Stephen's. The fees for the use of the church will remain
the same regardless of who officiates at the service. If a couple desires to have a wedding at a
location other than the church, they may discuss this directly with the Rector.
REQUIREMENTS
1. At St. Stephen’s Episcopal church, marriage is between two consenting adults.
2. At least one of the parties must be baptized.
3. The marriage must conform to the laws of the state and the canons of the Episcopal Church.
4. If either person desiring to be married has been previously divorced, permission from the
Bishop of this Diocese must be obtained. A copy of your divorce decree must be presented to the
Rector of St. Stephen's Church who will apply to the Bishop for the necessary permission to
officiate. As this procedure takes several weeks, all relevant documents must be received by the
Rector at least four months before the wedding.
5. Two witnesses are to be present at the marriage.
6. Premarital counseling by the Rector or an approved alternate.
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PREMARITAL COUNSELING
Premarital counseling is required by the Canons of the Episcopal Church. Appointments for
premarital counseling sessions are made with the Rector. Generally, three sessions are required. If
either or both of the parties live out of the area, arrangements for counseling sessions may be
made with another priest or licensed therapist. A letter from that priest is to be sent to the priest of
this parish certifying that premarital counseling has taken place. Couples are strongly encouraged
to take part in the Pre-Marriage weekend currently offered twice a year by Grace Church
Cathedral.
DECORATIONS
St. Stephen’s has unique characteristics in the Chancel and spaces allowed for flowers and it
would be helpful for your florist to visit ahead of the wedding. Flowers may be placed on the
windowsill behind the Altar, or other designated areas. The use of artificial or dried flowers is
prohibited and no floral arrangements may be taped to any of the pews. Altar flower
arrangements must be left on the altar for the following Sunday Service. All other flowers and
decorations must be removed promptly following the service. Any decorations other than flowers
must be reviewed with the Rector prior to use.
The color of the hangings will not be changed for a wedding and should be considered during the
wedding planning (ie. during the season of Pentecost, the hangings will be green). No furnishings
(i.e. baptismal font) may be moved without permission of the Rector.
The Altar Guild will provide the candles on the altar. The Unity Candle is not a part of the
Episcopal Church's liturgy and therefore is not used at St. Stephen's Church. The use of additional
candles other than those routinely used in worship services must be approved by the Rector. Rice,
confetti, and rose petals are not allowed to be thrown in the church or on the grounds.
EVENT COORDINDATOR
The St. Stephen’s event coordinator will contact couples regarding rehearsal and ceremony
procedures once the application and deposit have been received in the church office. The event
coordinator will assist the Rector in the rehearsal and will be present in the church at least 90
minutes prior to the wedding ceremony. Outside wedding planners may be present, but are not
allowed to direct weddings at St. Stephen’s.

REHEARSAL
The rehearsal is normally held late in the afternoon the day before the wedding and usually no
later than 5:00 P.M. All members of the wedding party are expected to be in attendance. The
procession and recession are practiced and the ceremony is rehearsed. The Rector will conduct
the rehearsal. The St. Stephen’s event coordinator will assist the Priest in instructing members of
the wedding party about their duties. Rehearsals usually last 45-60 minutes.
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LICENSE
A valid marriage license issued by the State of South Carolina is required. A license may be
obtained at any county courthouse in South Carolina. For more information, please click:
http://www.charlestoncounty.org/departments/probate/marriage- license.php
Couples should bring all copies of the marriage license to the wedding rehearsal. The wedding
party and two witnesses will be required to sign all official documents either before or after the
ceremony. The marriage license will be signed by the Priest immediately after the ceremony,
copies will be mailed to the couple and the appropriate state agencies the week following the
wedding. A copy will also be maintained in the church records.
RESERVATION OF THE FACILITIES
Reservations for the use of the church facilities for the rehearsal and wedding will be made
through the event coordinator, after the approval of the Rector has been obtained. Weddings are
normally scheduled between the hours of 12 and 6 o'clock pm and do not occur on festival days
of the church year, or during Lent. Saturday weddings are typically scheduled no later than 3:30
P.M. due to the Saturday evening church service that begins at 6:00 P.M. Exceptions may be
made under compelling circumstances and should be discussed during the initial meeting with the
Rector.
Stephen’s Hall will be available 90 minutes prior to the wedding for wedding party members
wishing to get dressed on campus. For longer time frames, a rental agreement and fee are
required.
PHOTOGRAPHY
No flash photography is allowed during the service. Inform your photographer or videographer of
the following guidelines as soon as you make your arrangements.
1. The empty decorated church may be photographed before the guests arrive.
2. Photographs of the wedding party may be taken in the parish hall and/or outside the church
before the ceremony.
3. The wedding party may be photographed at the rear of the church before the procession begins
and as they reach the rear of the church after the ceremony. Time exposures are permitted from
the back of the church during the ceremony.
4. Your wedding may be videotaped using one stationary camera placed on a tripod near the rear
of the church. No additional lighting may be used and no one in the wedding party may wear a
microphone.
5. Neither the photographer or videographer may move about the church at any time during the
ceremony. Ushers will be requested to remind guests with cameras that no photography is
permitted during the ceremony.
6. The wedding party may return to the church for pictures for 30 minutes following the service.
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MUSIC
The Rector is governed by the Canon Laws of the Church concerning which music may be used
in the church. Be certain to consult with the Parish organist on all musical matters before making
any firm decisions about the music you would like. The musician's fee includes at least one
consultation with the wedding parties concerning music. The Parish organist will contact you to
arrange a time for your consultation. This is especially important if you plan to print a program.
Additional musicians or soloists may be selected with the approval of the Parish organist.
Financial arrangements with guest musicians must be made directly with them.
WEDDING PROGRAM
Programs are not provided by the St. Stephen’s office. If you plan to have one printed, the Rector
will provide the order of service for inclusion in the wedding program. A draft copy of the
program must be presented to the officiating clergy and the organist for approval at least three
weeks in advance of the rehearsal. St. Stephen’s is happy to provide the appropriate picture of the
church for the program's cover and further assistance with the program's preparation may be
arranged through the Parish Office.
SANCTUARY
The sanctuary seats 180 people comfortably, including the balcony. There is no smoking or
drinking of alcoholic beverages allowed on the grounds of the church, including Stephen’s Hall.
No beverages or food of any kind are allowed in the sanctuary. These policies will be strictly
enforced.
CUSTODIAL SERVICES
Custodial services include opening and closing of the church as well as ensuring that the facilities
are cleaned after the ceremony. It is expected that the members of the wedding party leave the
church facilities in the condition in which they were found. The wedding party is personally
responsible for any damage to the property while it is being used. Custodial services are included
in the fee for church use.
FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS
All fees must be paid at least one month before your rehearsal. Checks should be made payable to
St. Stephen's Episcopal Church, please include the last names and “wedding” in the memo section
of the check. An Honorarium for the clergy can be made by a check made out to St. Stephen’s
Episcopal Church Discretionary Fund with last names and “wedding” in the memo section of the
check. If additional musicians are hired, financial arrangements must be made directly with them.
FEES
The application for marriage must include a $500.00 non-refundable deposit that will be applied
to the other fees. All fees are inclusive of organist, event coordinator and custodian, and are
differentiated for Members and Non-Members of the church. A Church Member shall be a
communicant in good standing, defined as one who “for the previous year has been faithful in
corporate worship, unless for good cause prevented, and has been faithful in working, praying
and giving for the spread of the Kingdom of God.”(CanonI.17,sec3). Member’s fees may be
extended to the children of Church Members.
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