St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church
In the City of Charleston, South Carolina

The Fourth Sunday of Easter
May 8, 2022
11:00 a.m.
We welcome you to St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church,
a house of prayer for all people.
The Reverend Dr. Adam J. Shoemaker, Rector
The Reverend Laura Rezac, Associate Rector
The Reverend Courtney Davis-Shoemaker, Assistant Priest
The Reverend Greg Smith, Deacon
Wayne Helmly, Organist & Choirmaster

PRELUDE:

Selections by Scott Curry

OPENING HYMN 366
1 Holy God, we praise thy Name,
Lord of all, we bow before thee;
all on earth thy scepter claim,
all in heaven above adore thee;
infinite thy vast domain,
everlasting is thy reign.

4 Holy Father, holy Son,
Holy Spirit, Three we name thee,
while in essence only One,
undivided God we claim thee;
then, adoring, bend the knee
and confess the mystery.

2 Hark, the loud celestial hymn
angel choirs above are raising;
cherubim and seraphim,
in unceasing chorus praising,
fill the heavens with sweet accord:
holy, holy, holy Lord!

5 Christ, thou art our glorious King,
Son of God enthroned in splendor;
but deliverance to bring
thou all honors didst surrender,
and wast of a virgin born
humbly on that blesséd morn.

3 Lo, the apostolic train
join, thy sacred Name to hallow;
prophets swell the loud refrain,
and the white-robed martyrs follow;
and, from morn till set of sun,
through the Church the song goes on.

6 Thou didst take the sting from death,
Son of God, as Savior given;
on the cross thy dying breath
opened wide the realm of heaven.
In the glory of that land
thou art set at God’s right hand.

7 As our judge thou wilt appear.
Savior, who hast died to win us,
help thy servants, drawing near.
Lord, renew our hearts within us.
Grant that with thy saints we may
dwell in everlasting day.
A LITURGY OF THE WORD
The Celebrant says

People

Alleluia. Christ is risen.
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.

The Celebrant says
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

2

The following is sung, all standing
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY

People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people: Grant that when we hear his voice we may know
him who calls us each by name, and follow where he leads; who, with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
THE LESSONS
Please be seated.
FIRST READING: Acts 9:36-43
36Now

in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek is Dorcas. She was devoted to
good works and acts of charity. 37At that time she became ill and died. When they had washed her, they laid her
in a room upstairs. 38Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, who heard that Peter was there, sent two men to
him with the request, “Please come to us without delay.” 39So Peter got up and went with them; and when he
arrived, they took him to the room upstairs. All the widows stood beside him, weeping and showing tunics and
other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was with them. 40Peter put all of them outside, and then he knelt
down and prayed. He turned to the body and said, “Tabitha, get up.” Then she opened her eyes, and seeing
Peter, she sat up. 41He gave her his hand and helped her up. Then calling the saints and widows, he showed her
to be alive. 42This became known throughout Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. 43Meanwhile he stayed in
Joppa for some time with a certain Simon, a tanner.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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PSALM 23
ANTIPHON:

PSALM TONE:

Antiphon
1 The Lord is my shepherd; ... I shall not [be] in want.*
2 He makes me lie down in green pastures, ...
and leads me be-[side] still waters.
3 He re-[vives] my soul*
and guides me along right pathways for his [name’s] sake.
Antiphon
4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, ... I shall [fear] no evil;*
for you are with me; ... your rod and your [staff ] they comfort me.
5 You spread a table before me in the presence of [those] who trouble me;*
you have anointed my head with oil, ... and my cup is [run]-ning over.
6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the [days of ] my life,*
and I will dwell in the house of the [Lord] forever.
Antiphon
SECOND READING: Revelation 7:9-17
9I

looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, from all tribes and
peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in
their hands. 10They cried out in a loud voice, saying, “Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the
throne, and to the Lamb!” 11And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living
creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12singing, “Amen! Blessing and
glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”
13Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and where have they come
from?” 14I said to him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.” Then he said to me, “These are they who have come
out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 15For this
reason they are before the throne of God, and worship him day and night within his temple, and the one who is
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seated on the throne will shelter them. 16They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; the sun will not strike
them, nor any scorching heat; 17for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide
them to springs of the water of life, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand.
HYMN 664
My Shepherd will supply my need,
Jehovah is his Name;
in pastures fresh he makes me feed
beside the living stream.
He brings my wandering spirit back
when I forsake his ways,
and leads me, for his mercy’s sake,
in paths of truth and grace.
When I walk through the shades of death,
thy presence is my stay;
one word of thy supporting breath
drives all my fears away.
Thy hand, in sight of all my foes,
doth still my table spread;
my cup with blessings overflows,
thy oil anoints my head.
The sure provisions of my God
attend me all my days;
oh, may thy house be mine abode
and all my work be praise.
There would I find a settled rest,
while others go and come;
no more a stranger or a guest,
but like a child at home.
GOSPEL: John 10:22-30
Deacon
People

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

22At

that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was winter, 23and Jesus was walking in
the temple, in the portico of Solomon. 24So the Jews gathered around him and said to him, “How long will you
keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.” 25Jesus answered, “I have told you, and you do not
believe. The works that I do in my Father’s name testify to me; 26but you do not believe, because you do not
belong to my sheep. 27My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. 28I give them eternal life, and
they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand. 29What my Father has given me is greater than
all else, and no one can snatch it out of the Father’s hand. 30The Father and I are one.”
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Deacon
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON

The Reverend Courtney Davis-Shoemaker

THE NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and
unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he
was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in
the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father
and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy
catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE: Form IV
Let us pray for the Church and for the world.
Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together in your love,
and reveal your glory in the world.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we may honor one
another and serve the common good.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly in the service of
others and to your honor and glory.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, and love one
another as he loves us.
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Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in their troubles, and
bring them the joy of your salvation.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we pray that we
may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.
CONFESSION OF SIN
The Celebrant says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence.
Minister and People
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
The Priest stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
THE PEACE
Celebrant
People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.
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Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. In this season in which we
are especially mindful of the need to keep everyone healthy, we invite you to pass the peace in the Eastern
tradition (by clasping your hands in prayer, bowing to your neighbor, and saying, “Peace be with you.”).
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
THE OFFERTORY
The Priest offers an Offertory Sentence.
OFFERTORY: "The King of Love My Shepherd Is" (in the style of J.S. Bach)

arr. Mark Schwietzer

The King of love my Shepherd is,
Whose goodness faileth never,
I nothing lack if I am His
And He is mine forever.
Where streams of living water flow
My ransomed soul He leadeth,
And where the verdant pastures grow,
With food celestial feedeth.
And so through all the length of days
Thy goodness faileth never;
Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise
Within Thy house forever.
HYMN AT THE PRESENTATION Hymn 193, vs 5
All praise, O risen Lord, we give
to thee, who, dead, again dost live;
to God the Father equal praise,
and God the Holy Ghost, we raise.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING: Eucharistic Prayer A
The People remain standing.
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator
of heaven and earth.
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But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is
the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of the world. By his death he has
destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us everlasting life.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven,
who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
Celebrant and People

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and
become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our
human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for
the whole world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this,
all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
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The Celebrant continues
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling
his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and
drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and
serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your
eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit
all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
People and Celebrant
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
A period of silence is kept.

The Celebrant says
The Gifts of God for the People of God.
...Come to this table you who have much faith, and you who would like to have more. You who come to this
sacrament often, and you who have not come for a long time. You who have tried to follow Jesus, and you who
have failed. Come, it is Christ who invited us to meet him here... (Invitation, Iona Abbey, Scotland)
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To the left of the Altar, you will notice a Prayer Station kneeler.
During communion, you are welcome to come forward and ask for general prayer
or a specific need with one of the St. Stephen’s Prayer Team members.
Communion will be offered in two kinds, wine by intinction at the altar rail.
MUSIC AT COMMUNION:

Selections by Scott Curry

After Communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.
Celebrant and People
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior
Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us
now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and
singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Officiant concludes with the Easter Blessing
May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us his children through the resurrection of his Son our
Lord, bestow upon you the riches of his blessing. Amen.
May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us from sin into newness of life, make you holy and
worthy to be united with Christ for ever. Amen.
May God, who has brought us out of bondage to sin into true and lasting freedom in the Redeemer, bring you to
your eternal inheritance. Amen.
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you
for ever. Amen.
CLOSING HYMN 708
Savior, like a shepherd lead us;
much we need thy tender care;
in thy pleasant pastures feed us;
for our use thy folds prepare.
Blesséd Jesus!
Thou hast bought us, thine we are.
Early let us seek thy favor,
early let us learn thy will;
do thou, Lord, our only Savior,
with thy love our bosoms fill.
Blesséd Jesus!
Thou hast loved us: love us still.
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DISMISSAL

People

Alleluia, alleluia. Let us go forth in the name of the Risen Christ.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia

POSTLUDE: Postlude on Grosser Gott

Diane Bish

The Flowers at the Altar are given to the Glory of God by Martie and David Adams
in thanksgiving for their mothers, Donna J. Grinnell Hansen and Eleanor Cule Adams,
and for Mary the mother of our Lord, and for all mothers everywhere.

SERVICE PARTICIPANTS:
The Reverend Dr. Adam J. Shoemaker (Celebrant)
The Reverend Courtney Davis-Shoemaker (Preacher)
The Reverend Gregory L. Smith (Deacon)
Wayne Helmly (Choirmaster & Organist)
Michael Shewan (Verger)
Sandi Teel (Lector)
John Shannon (Eucharistic Minister)
Virginia Byrd (Crucifer)
Charles Byrd (Torch Bearer)
Lucca Held (Torch Bearer)
Team #3 (Usher Team)
Butter Birkas (Flower Designer)

ASSOCIATE RECTOR AT ST. AUGUSTINE’S IN WEDGEFIELD
Our Associate Rector is away this morning covering services at St. Augustine’s in Wedgefield,
a historically African American church of our diocese.

FREE PARKING FOR SUNDAY SERVICES
Free parking is available in The Gaillard Center Parking Garage (a short walk from the church at 33 Alexander
Street) each Sunday for up to three hours. Simply hold onto your worship bulletin from St. Stephen’s and on
your way out, after inserting your ticket, you will see a red light to scan the barcode you see below.
If you have any issues, press the black assistance button located on the front of the machine in the upper righthand corner. This will put you in touch with a real person.
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ST. STEPHEN’S POTLUCK DINNER
The Potluck is restarting after more than two years hiatus. After discussion with the Vestry and Clergy, we
would like to make the Potluck reflect St Stephen’s inclusivity policies. The Potlucks are an informal gathering
at different hosts homes. It’s a great way to get to better know your St. Stephen’s community.
All St. Stephen’s parishioners who are over 21 years of age are invited to come to the next Potluck on Monday
May 16 6:00pm at Holly Blanchard’s house (1004 Lighterman Way, Charleston 29412.) Please bring an hors
d’oeuvres, side, salad, dessert or wine.
Contact Holly by text, email, or phone if you plan to come or have any questions. There is limited parking along
the wooden fence on your left and by the pool when you arrive.
To RSVP or for questions, contact Holly at 843-534-6512 or hollybmom@gmail.com.
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UTO BOX INGATHERING
Bring your UTO boxes to church on May 22 so they can be gathered and blessed! And if you have misplaced
your box, or would like to fill another one, you can pick up an empty box at church on Sunday. There is still
time to fill them! Our spare change will be pooled with others and used to provide creation care grants all over
the world. All UTO boxes that have already been dropped off will be included on May 22.
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